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but not least, God helped him—as God helps every

boy who starts like Daniel, with the purpose in his

heart.

In John's fifteenth or sixteenth year I should go

over with him the story of Christ's temptation in

the wilderness. In this story we have the Master's

method of dealing with temptation. This method

is remarkable not only for its simplicity but for

its brevity. A successful method with temptation

must be a short one. Time is one of the devil's

best friends. If he can only persuade us to stop

a while and talk over matters he will feel quite sure

of his game; for he is better at an argument than

we are—he has been at the business so long—and

while he is arguing we forget ourselves, and he has

a chance to let fly a tiny dart now and then at the

joints of our armour. What is done must be done

quickly. Jesus puts it all in one short sentence.

He does not argue, He does not parley, He does

not suggest any " ifs " or " ands "
; He fights him

off with the Word of God. In other words, when

the devil makes known his will, Jesus instantly

thinks of His Father's will and brings it forward.

This silences Satan on the matter in hand, if it does

not entirely vanquish him.

In this talk with John I would lay special empha-

sis upon the last temptation, which was the greatest

of all. The devil offered Jesus everything He
wanted if He would only worship him—in other

words, if He would only recognize him as His


